
Municipality  of Mississippi Mills 
3131 Old Perth Road 

PO Box 400 
Almonte ON  K0A 1A0 

Municipal Facility & Asset Naming 

APPLICATION FORM 

A.   NOMINATOR’S INFORMATION (*A COMMEMORATIVE NAME MAY BE USED ONLY ONCE IN THE

MUNICIPALITY OF MISSISSIPPI MILLS–SUBSEQUENT REQUESTS MAY BE DENIED) 

Name (Individual or Organization): 

Mailing Address: 

Telephone: ____________________________  
Home Work 

E-mail: _ _____________________ 

Affiliation to Nominee: 

B.   NOMINEE’S INFORMATION (NAME TO BE COMMEMORATED) 

Name: 

Mailing Address: 

Date of Birth: 

Telephone: _____________________________  
Home Work 

E-mail: _____________________ 

C.  NOMINATOR’S INFORMATION (*A COMMEMORATIVE NAME MAY BE USED ONLY ONCE

IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF MISSISSIPPI MILLS – SUBSEQUENT REQUESTS MAY BE DENIED) 

Name (Individual or Organization): 

Frank Blakeley

Family member, born and raised in Almonte

BLAKELEY (family name on behalf of all family members)

Frank Blakeley



D.  NOMINEE’S INFORMATION  (NAME TO BE COMMEMORATED) 

Name: 

E.   APPLICABLE CRITERIA (SELECT ONE) 

 The nominee  is an original inhabitant/family of the Mississippi Mills area  ڤ
having historical significance 

 The nominated  person/organization demonstrates excellence, courage or  ڤ
exceptional dedication  to service in ways that bring special credit to the 
Municipality of Mississippi  Mills, the Province of Ontario and / or Canada; 

 The nominated person/organization volunteers and gives extraordinary help or  ڤ
care to individuals, families or groups, or supports community services or 
humanitarian causes.  The quality of the contribution should be considered along 
with the length of service by the individual; 

 The nominated individual risks his or her life to save or protect others above  ڤ
and beyond expectations; 

 The nominated individual achieves a deed or activity performed in an  ڤ
outstanding professional manner or of an uncommonly high standard that brings 
considerable benefit or honour to the Municipality; 

 The nominated person/organization has made a significant contribution  ڤ
towards a facility or asset owned by the Municipality; 

 The nominated person/organization has a direct relationship with the facility or  ڤ
asset to be named; 

 The nominated person is an employee, including an employee of a corporation  ڤ
which is owned by the Municipality in whole or part or a member of Council who 
is deceased, has retired or is no longer active in their field 

The nominated name reflects an historical event significant to Mississippi Mills  ڤ

BLAKELEY

X



F.  RATIONALE FOR NOMINATION AND ATTACHED BACKGROUND INFORMATION RELATED TO

THE CRITERION CHOSEN, WHICH SUBSTANTIATES ALL CLAIMS MADE: INCLUDE ITEMS SUCH AS 

BUT NOT LIMITED TO COPIES OF NEWSPAPER ARTICLES, CERTIFICATES, AWARDS, LETTERS OF 

SUPPORT OR COMMENDATION, SERVICE RECORDS, PICTURES. 

Please note all information provided below and/or attached to this Application Form will 
form part of the Naming Application Form and will therefore be released to the public in 
any public notices/advertisements produced, public Agenda and Minutes, Committee 
discussions/meetings and Reports which may go forward to Council. 

G.  DO YOU WISH THE NAME TO BE USED FOR A SPECIFIC: 

 Park  ڤ

 Facility  ڤ

 Road  ڤ

 Asset within a Facility  ڤ

 Other  ڤ

 :Current Identification, Address or Location Information  ڤ

H. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: (ADD INFORMATION AS NEEDED) 

YES

Family's service information can be verified by Royal Canadian Legion Branch 240

Family has been part of Almonte for 101 years

See attached sheet for all of our family members' contributions to the  Town of Almonte.

Please note that the correct spelling of our last name is  BLAKELEY



I.  CONSENT TO THE RELEASE OF INFORMATION PROVIDED IN SECTIONS C- J IN

WHOLE OR IN PART

CONSENT 

I / We consent to the release of the information contained in this application in Sections 
C-H to members of the public for the purposes of allowing Council to receive public input 
into the proposed naming. 

MFIPPA STATEMENT 
The information collected on this form will be used as part of the Municipal Facility and 
Asset Naming Process.   

Personal information on the form, attached to the form or subsequently submitted to be 
included or attached to the Application Form, and all subsequent information collected 
as a result of the research and the staff investigation of the person’s information, 
including but not limited to information found on websites, in local archived materials, in 
newspapers articles, or as a result of a public consultation process, will be used by staff 
and will be made available to the members of the public, and councillors―except the 
information collected in Sections A and B . 

________________________________ ________________________ 
Nominator’s Signature  Date 

________________________________ ________________________ 
Nominee’s Signature1       Date 

1 The nominee or a representative on their behalf (next of kin, solicitor, notary public, etc.) must 
provide consent to this nomination. 

September 22, 2020

September 22, 2020



BLAKELEY family street naming application information for the Town of Almonte 

My Great Grandfather, John Blakeley, came to Almonte with his family in 1919... over a hundred years ago.  He 
took up residence on 24 Malcolm St. in April of 1919, and managed the Shoddy Mill for about 10 years until his 
death in 1929.  

The Almonte Gazette archives show that he was elected to the Town Council in 1921, as well as to the Board of 
Education in 1925.  He was involved in many of the town’s activities over the years, even to being named an 
Honorary President of the Almonte Hockey Club. 

The Blakeley descendants have had a long standing and prolific presence in Almonte over the years. My 
grandparents, Tom and Lillian Blakeley, raised seven children in their home at 229 Ann Street, and Uncle Bill and 
Aunt Clara Blakeley raised four children at 115 Colina Street. 

John Blakeley’s sons, Tom, and Bill, and Bill’s son, Keith, were all longstanding members of the Almonte Fire 
Dept.; my grandfather Tom Blakeley retiring after 35 years in 1958, and his brother, my Uncle Bill, served for 51 
years. Keith rose to the position of Deputy Chief of the Almonte-Ramsay Fire Dept. until he passed away in 1983 

My Uncles Don Blakeley and Earl Blakeley, and Bill Blakeley’s son, Wally Blakeley all served overseas, but Wally 
did not make it home.  In a June 17, 1944 letter... 11 days after D-Day... from my Uncle Don to my grandmother 
while he was overseas he wrote “I bet there was quite the excitement the day we landed, eh! I'd have liked to 
seen one of the papers. ”.  Almonte was there and was part of D-Day!!  There is a graphite portrait of my Uncle 
Earl in the Canadian War Museum as part of an exhibit of 14 portraits of Canadian War Veterans. 

My Aunt Clara Blakeley, wife of Bill Blakeley, was a Silver Cross Mother because her son, Wally, was killed in 
action. 

In addition to our family’s wartime service, in peacetime, my dad, Murray Blakeley, first served in the Royal 
Canadian Navy aboard the HMCS New Liskeard, as well as in the mid 1950s he was a soldier in the Regular Army 
stationed at Camp Borden. 

Our family's service information can be verified by the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 240. 

My mother, Marion Blakeley, was a nurse in the Rosamond Memorial Hospital, and then in the new Almonte 
General Hospital when it opened in 1961. As I recall being told, she was involved in the delivery of the last baby 
to be born in the Rosamond Hospital, and the first baby to be born in the new hospital.  

My grandmother, Lillian Blakeley worked at the candy counter and my grandfather’s sister, Edna worked at the 
ticket booth of the O’Brien Theatre for many years. 

Keith Blakeley, in addition to his service on the Almonte Fire Dept., was also Director of the Almonte Fair Board 
for a number of years. 

Keith and Stella Blakeley’s daughter, Bonnie, was a school teacher in Almonte and Pakenham, and their other 
daughter, Sherry, served on Almonte Town Council for 7 years under Mayors Dorothy Finner and Ron Pettem. 

The archives of the Almonte Gazette follow the progress of myself, my siblings, and my cousins as we 
progressed through school year after year, as well as a number of articles telling of the happy events and the 
sad ones our family experienced. 



John Blakeley Card of Thanks 
on being elected to town council 

Almonte Gazette Jan 7 1921 

John Blakeley to Board of Education - Gazette June 5 1925 



Almonte Silver Cross Mothers - 1944 – 
Aunt Clara is 4th from the left in back row 





Letters from Uncle Don(1) transcript.txt[9/22/2020 12:58:31 PM]

June 17/44

Dear Mom and Dad

Just a line to let you know I'm O.K.  Received your 2 air mails & was it ever swell getting them.
I never in my life enjoyed getting mail as it did when I got them, along with a couple from Glasgow and one from Mary 
Caldwell.
I bet there was quite the excitement the day we landed, eh! I'd have liked to seen one of the papers.  
This is the first chance I've had to write a letter, but hope you got the 2 cards I sent.  Tell Dad to hurry & get the boat 
fixed up because we hope to have this job done in short order & I'll be home before you know it. And don't worry 
because it isn't so bad as you'd think. So long.
Love to all the family.
See you soon.
Don









 
Almonte firemen on town hall steps (1948) – 

Grandpa Blakeley in back row, 3rd from the right and Uncle Bill 2nd from the left in back row 
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BITUARY · EARL BLAKELEY 

Only three weeks ago, Earl Blakeley attended the opening-of Elaine Goble's exhibit of 14 
hite portraits of Canadian veterans at e Canad an War Museum. 
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umb e war veteran 
never sought spotlight 

'There was something triumphant 
about his approach to life' 

dale recalled. "Instead of 
falling into depression, he 
tried to help other am
putees adapt to their situa
tion, especially soldiers in 

BY CHARLES ENMAN Last Friday, Mr. Blakeley veterans' hospitals." 
died suddenly. He was 79· In his sos, he suffered an-

On the walls of the Cana- . His niece, Arlene Dugdale other physical insult - can
~~~~~~~~~~!~~a-~fCad~Jace,~~~~~~~~~~rMhlGa-~~ 

portrait of Earl Blakeley- a 
• · pencil portrait that shows a 

warm and welcoming man, 
holding an early fax.nily pho
tograph in his lap and, in his . 
right arm, one of his two ar
tificiallegs. 

"I hope you can really see 
the Earl I came to know and 
love in that portrait,'' artist 
Elaine Goble told the Citi
zen. "Life didn't deal Earl 
the best hand, but there's his 
openness and approachabil
ity, I hope, and that opti
mism that helped him al
ways see life's glass as half 
full." 

Only three weeks ago, Mr. 
Blakeley, a resident of the 
Perley and Rideau Veterans' 
Health Centre, attended the 
opening of lier exhibit of 14 
graphite portraits of Cana
dian veterans, which will re
main part of the museum's 
permanent collection. 

"I asked him to be 'my 
date,' and he was delighted, 
though I think he was cr bit 
dismayed to see his portrait 
on that wall,'' Ms. Goble re
called. "He was a very quiet 
and humble man, never one 
to seek the spotlight." 

· Mr. Blakeley wa in fmc 
form that day, his spirits 
good and his mind 
sparkling, she recalls. 

Blakeley had "a wonderful after treatment was fm
attitude - there was some- ished, left him with no taste, 
thing triumphant about his no sense of smell," and 
approach to life." forced to nourish himself 

He seldom spoke of his through a feeding tube. 
wartime experiences, but "For decades, at the hospi-
she believed they marked tal, he'd just take the food 
him profoundlY. "He talked the staff would bring in, put 
about things like fmding the it through a blender, and 
dog tags of soldiers he then inject it into his stom
knew, but the stories were ach," Ms. Dugdale recalled~ 
pretty sketchy," she says. "I "He looked after that and 
think he saved them for never complained." 
men who had gone through His friends at the Perley 
the Second World War like and Rideau Centre were a 
he'd done." great comfort to him, his 

Mr. Blakeley joined the niece said. 
Royal Canadian Air Force in . "Oh, sometimes we'd get 
the middle of the war. At 17, him out for a drive, but soon 
he was too young to serve he'd just want to get back to 
but, like many young men, the centre, where his 
he 1ied about his age to go friends were,'.' she said. 
overseas. Ms. Dugdale last spoke to 
· Mter the war, Mr. Blake- her uncle last Wednesday, 
ley developed a drinking when he said he had "a 
problem, which his niece at- touch of flu." On Friday 
tributes to the traumas of morning, a staff member 
military service. who was taking in his break

Mr. Blakeley didn't lose fast tray found he'd passed 
his legs as a result of away overnight 
wartime action. Mr. Blakeley is survived 

Several decades ago, after by his sister, Jean LeBlanc. 
a night of drinking, he fell Three sisters and two 
on ice and passed out. By brothers predeceased him. 
the time he was found, his Hi · fun ral will b · held at 
legs were frozen and had to 1 p.m. today at the chapel of 
be amputated. the C.R. Gamble Funeral 

"But no one ever heard Home in Almonte. Crema
Earl complain,'' Ms. Dug- tion will follow. 
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